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Bas Matser & Amber Smoot 
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I’m glad you asked! When we talk about 
Play we mean it in two important ways: 

NUMBER 1 - Music should be 
Playful, Passionate, and FUN! 
 

Every month we have students come to 
our studio to continue their studies in 
music, and in many of the cases the 
reason that they have come is because 
their previous experience has been that 
the more the suffering in learning, the 
better. The majority of classically-
trained pianist grew up equating 
suffering with really learning 
music….This is a real tragedy. I was able 
to escape this central dogma of classical 
music training because of two main 
reasons: 

I lucked out at 13 and had a true 
musician as a teacher for about two 
years during a very formative period of 
time in my development. He was much 
more interested in filling in the 
enormous musical holes that I had than 
on whether or not I won the next piano 
competition, and 

By the time I was 15, was spending 3-5 
hours a night (after school) playing live 
for a paying audience. So I got to 
experience how FUN and moving music 
can be for people. And that the reason 

people listened to music was because it 
reached them down in their soul in a way 
nothing else could. Neither the 
performer nor the audience seemed to 
be suffering! 

NUMBER 2 - Students who 
study at Music Pillars will really 
be able to Play 
 

We will not allow our students to 
become technically proficient but 
musically illiterate. Yes, we want 
students to have good technical 
command of the piano as they progress, 
BUT not at any/all costs. We want 
students to be able to Sight Read, Play 
by Ear, Improvise, and Compose. We 
want them to leave us as functioning 
musicians who happen to play the 
piano/guitar/sing. Those four abilities (if 
taught) will stay with a student LONG 
AFTER they have stopped formally 
studying the piano. 

So Putting Play back in Music means 
that  1) It should be fun and engaging for 
students, and  2) Students will really be 
able to Compose, Improvise, Sight-Read, 
and Improvise because of their time at 
MP. 

 

 

NEW TEACHERS- MARK BOYCE 
See page 2 

NEW TEACHER- KEVIN KIM 
See page 2 

NEW TEACHER- ELLERY WOLFE 
See page 3 

NEW TEACHER- KIRA FELLARS 
See page 3 

MP MUSIC LIBRARY FOR IPAD 
See page 3 

 

Upcoming Special Performances 

SEPT 11TH  630-730 

ADULT & TEACHER RECITAL 

KIDS WELCOME! 

OCT 24TH 11:30-1 PM 

PIANO BANDS @ HARD ROCK CAFÉ 

(ALL PIANO BANDS PLAYING) 
 

What does Putting “Play” Back in Music actually mean? 
by Scott Spurgiesz 



Native Philadelphian, Mark Boyce, 
brings a background of performance 
and music education to Music Pillars.  

After studying classical piano at Bryn 
Mawr Conservatory of Music, Mark 
went on to attend Temple University 
for music composition.  

As a recording artist, Mark has worked 
for Sony Music, Columbia Records, 
Geffen Records, and most recently 
Brushfire / Universal Records.  

He has currently recorded with G. 
Love and Special Sauce and Lucinda 
Williams for an October 30th release 
of “Love Saves The Day”.  

Presently, his jazz trio, Krass Bros., 
have been nominated for a San Diego 
Music Award for Best Jazz Artist 
(please vote online here!).  

As an educator, Mark was a founding 

teacher at School of Rock working 

at the flagship school in Philadelphia.  

With a passion for teaching and a love 
of music, Mark is excited to be a part 
of the Music Pillars team! 

 
 

 

 

Kevin is a composition major from the 
New England Conservatory of Music 
in Boston. He will be with us in 2015-
2016 while he applies for Medical 
School to begin in the fall of 2016.  

Kevin has a wonderful manner with 
students, and is the perfect type of 
Music Pillars teacher with his 
emphasis on a student’s overall 
progression in music, and not simply 
the technical mastery of a piece of 
music. He recalls a funny story where 
he was at a party with quite a few of 
his friends (some of them piano 
performance majors at the 
conservatory) and it was time to sing 
happy birthday. He turned to a 
couple of the technically-talented 
pianists and asked them to play  

 

 

Happy Birthday on the nearby-piano, 
and they “freaked out” because they 
couldn’t play by ear. So of course, 
Kevin sat down and played for the 
group.  

We are pleased to have Kevin with 
us, and if you are ever over at Sharp 
Grossmont, you may see him over on 
the piano over their as part of his 
volunteer shift. Here is a wonderful 
article written about him in the San 
Diego Tribune. 

  

Welcome New 
Teacher 

Mark Boyce 
 

Welcome New Teacher 

Kevin Kim 
by [Article Author] 

 

http://sandiegomusicawards.com/nominees
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2015/mar/09/sharp-volunteer-pianist-kevin-kim/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2015/mar/09/sharp-volunteer-pianist-kevin-kim/


 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to have hired our first guitar instructor! 

Ellery has a wonderful manner with the students that he works with. He 
is able to reach at student “wherever” they may be when they step in to 
work with him. Ellery also works with our beginning and intermediate 
piano students as well. 

In addition to being proficient on the piano, and quite accomplished on 
the guitar, he also has a great audio-visual background and so will be 
assisting us in editing and creating our Guitar Video Library to assist 
students in learning the guitar both in their lessons, and when they go 
home and review the videos. See a recent MP video of Ellery here. 

We are thrilled to have Ellery with us Music Pillars! 

 

 

Welcome New Teacher 

Ellery Wolfe   
 

 

Welcome New Teacher 

Kira Fellars 
 

Kira has studied and loved music all of her life, and grew up in a 
very musical family.  She studied and earned her Bachelor of 
Music degree at San Diego State University, emphasizing in 
composition. Kira has taught lessons privately for 13+ years and 
also group lessons in a program called Let's Play Music for 5+ 
years.  

She currently teaches at Music Pillars and in her home studio for 
her Let's Play Music Program. Kira helped write and develop our 
Music Pillars curriculum which we are excited to put into action 
with our students. Not only is Kira a fun and talented teacher, but 
a choral conductor and organist as well. She also stays busy as a 
mother of 4 children, all under age 5!  

We are excited to her as a part of the Music Pillars family! 

 

https://youtu.be/hOsln9SGx40


 

Video Library installation on iPad 

Please download the MP Music Library onto your ipad today! 
 

One of the things that can be tough for students (and we teachers) is that the “modeling” of how a piece of music is 
played cannot go home with the child. A teacher plays the piece of music for the student, and then the student is 
somehow supposed to remember how the music goes…but this rarely happens because it’s simply too much information 
for the student to remember.  

We are happy to announce that we have made a good stride towards remedying this with our own MP video library for 
students. You can see this youtube example of our videos to see what is available for the student here. 

 

Your son/daughter can stop/start it as often as possible. It is a valuable tool available to Music Pillars students only. We 
have spent hundreds of hours creating, editing, and building this valuable video library for our students. Please download 
it so that your student can begin using it as a valuable tool in-between their lessons! Please e-mail Scott once you have 
done so and he will e-mail you your username and password! The instructions for how to get it onto your ipad can be 
found here.  

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/KcKTY-mMNsQ
http://www.musicpillars.com/libary-installation-guide/

