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JANUARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH BRAM MATSER AND CARA BURNS. CONGRATS!  IN THIS ISSUE 

Playing and learning Music that 
a Student loves  

Recently we have had quite a 
few (usually teenagers and their parents) 
new students come and visit with us. It is  
essentially the same thing; they are 
“tired” of music. In each case the student 
has decided to enroll at Music Pillars 
after spending 15-20 minutes with us. 
We don’t think that it is because we are 
amazing musicians (although, all 
humility aside, we are), we don’t think 
it’s because we have cool pianos 
(although we do), or our spiffy new 
yellow chairs (we think their pretty cool). 
It’s for a different reason entirely. It’s 
because at MP we are much more 
interested in the student connecting 
with music FIRST above all else. We 
don’t care if the music of choice is 
Metallica, the Beatles, Mozart, Chopin, 
Art Tatum, or Taylor Swift. What we are 
obsessed with is that the student has  
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a meaningful and real connection with the 
music that they are learning. Because when 
that connection is there, then the student is 
ready to learn. And when the student is ready, 
the teacher can then teach Theory, Dexterity 
(technique), Rhythm, Pattern Recognition, 
and the other core pillars. 

Friday Fests Changes 

The purpose of Friday Fests is to provide a 
format for students to perform 2-4 pieces of 
music an increase their stage time and 
experience performing in front of others. 
With the Friday Fests we have made a few 
format changes to help students:  

1. Remove TV 

a. We want students to get used to 
presenting themselves, and for 
the time being, we are noticing 
that the TV PowerPoint is acting 
as a crutch a little bit. We will  

 

 

probably bring it back in the 
future, but for now we have 
pulled it so that students look 
into the audience, and use a big 
“room” voice to announce 
themselves and their pieces. 

2. 6:15 and a 7pm 

a. We will have two separate start 
times to help keep the 
performances small and ensure 
that students get more stage 
time, and also that the audience 
is not subject to 60-90 minute 
performances. 

3. Every Six weeks 

a. It is our goal to have students 
performing every six weeks as 
opposed to other studios where 
the student will perform every 
six months. Students in a year 
then would perform between 8 
and 12 times depending upon 
their progress. This is another 
reason why we have Friday Fests 
now every other week, and we 
have two time slots on those 
Fridays. 

 

News and Happenings 
by Scott Spurgiesz 



  

 

 

Piano Bands 

One of the things that we are very excited 
about is the beginnings of our piano bands. 
The collaborative nature of being part of a 
band is something that all pianists should 
get a chance to experience. This is also very 
valuable training because ensemble playing 
helps reinforce rhythm, listening outside of 
your own playing, phrasing, dynamics, and 
a whole host of other important things. We 
are keeping the bands small right now to 
make sure we get all the kinks worked out 
before doing piano bands school-wide. But 
we are VERY excited about what this will do 
for our students. Watch out Piano Guys, 
you got nothing on us! 

 

Advanced Master Classes 

We have now had a chance collectively to    
work with some students now for almost a 
year. It is important to us that more 
advanced students receive enhanced 
teaching and development. Note: we define 
“advanced” by the work ethic of the 
student, and NOT their current musical 
ability. Because over time, a students work 
ethic will always trump talent. Give us a 
choice between a lazy but talented 
musician, or an untalented but driven 

student – and we’ll take the later …every 
time! 

Anyway, back to Master Classes… We are 
still trying to figure out the best way to get 
these students together more frequently so 
that they can help support and get to know 
other “like-minded” musicians. Stay Tuned! 

 

December Students of the Month 
Anajali and Malena Parikh were both awarded the 
Student of the Month jointly in December. 
CONGRATULATIONS!

 

 

 

 

   Christmas Concert 

Katrina performed an ambitious list of music at the 
Tilford’s home in December. She performed works by 
Rachmoninov, Schubert, Debussy, and Chopin. A video of 
her performances will be available shortly on our YouTube 
Channel. Lorraine brought a fantastic warmth and 
Christmas spirit with her tremendous solos on the violin 
that evening as well. Barb Beck (sorry Barb, no photo of 
you that evening) also performed an ensemble piece with 
Lorraine and myself. It was a wonderful evening indeed! 
 

   Summer Camps, Jazz Piano, Guitar, and Voice 

We have an ambitious list of additions for parents wanting or 
having interest in their student attending summer camp. More 
on that to come shortly. We also will be offering Jazz Piano (still 
deciding in what format) as well. And as most of you know 
already, we also offer guitar and voice lessons, and will look to 
expand those over the coming months. Of course, guitar and 
voice will also complement our Piano Bands, which will be fun for 
all! 
 
YouTube Channel – Just Launched 
We are just beginning to edit and post modest little “vignettes” 
of various performances and the things we do onto YouTube. 
Many more to come, but here is the first little post of Jacob 
playing Mario Brothers to R&B with Phil, enjoy! 
http://youtu.be/7sxV8oCZ0mE?t=5s 
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