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MARCH STUDENTS OF THE MONTH NOAH AND WESTON GARDNER. CONGRATS!  IN THIS ISSUE 

Applied Theory is how we 
“Rock” at Music Pillars 

 

One of my personal pet peeves 

about how music is taught to 

younger musicians is that theory 

is taught as an abstract and 

detached “thing” somehow 

unrelated to the music that the 

student is actually learning. 

Because it is taught as a 

detached “alien” from what a 

student is learning, then nothing 

really grows out of the theory 

teaching. There is no 

improvisation, no creativity, 

which is sad because younger 

students naturally are brimming 

with BOTH creativity and the 

ability to improvise.  

When you see “LEAD SHEETS” 

on the assignment sheets that 

go home with your kids – that is 

100% applied theory! And in 

EVERY Friday Fest we have ever 

done, there are between 1-4 

students who are playing notes 

NOT WRITTEN down on the 

music that they are playing. This 

is the beginning of learning how 

to improvise and use applied 

theory in a way that enhances 

and improves the music being 

played. 

In short, we want students to 

leave MP as musicians, and not 

just technically proficient 

pianists who cannot “make” 

music other than what is given 

to them. 

 

 

 

Important Notices 

1. We are closed April 4th – 

12th for Spring Break 

2. We award Student of the 

Month based upon 

inspiring progress and 

work ethic, NOT based 

upon current playing 

ability. 

3. Total available Lesson 

Credits run from July – 

June of each year. Lesson 

absences that exceed the 

credit balance do not 

receive a credit. 

6 Credits (Student begins study July/August) 

5 Credits (Student begins study 
September/October) 

4 Credits (Student begins study 
November/December) 

3 Credits (Student begins study 
January/February) 

2 Credits (Student begins study March/April) 

1 Credit (Student begins study May/June) 

 

 

News and Happenings 
by Scott Spurgiesz 



  

 

 

New Teachers 
Josh Neubarth 

 
Wonderful musician, teacher, 

and overall human being. We are 

thrilled to have him at our studio 

now! Also a soccer fan and 

player, and so he is relatable to 

our many "jock-sicians" (that's a 

word I just made up for Jocks 

that study at MP - needs work I 

know). 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Lesi Mei 

 
Fantastic technician on the 

piano, very kind and courteous 

in her teaching manner, and a 

personal trainer to boot. So if 

any students get out of line I 

told her she could bring in 

weights and have them do curls 

for 30 minutes instead. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
April Lan  

 
 

Positive and patient in her 

teaching. She will also have a 

natural tendency to spend more 

time with students on their 

technique (which is a nice 

balance at our school from 

someone like me who admittedly 

sometimes doesn't spend 

enough effort on it sometimes). 

She is a great addition. Last 

week she also won a Concerto 

Competition. Come see her live 

performance with the University 

Orchestra on May 6th with us!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Piano Band Concert in May 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! EVERYONE IS INVITED TO 
COME SEE THE PIANO BAND PERFORMANCE in May!! 

We guarantee you have NEVER seen a group of kids do all 
of these things with just pianos. Come enjoy their 

performance! 


