
            January/February 2016 
 

 

                               

 

      

 
Students of  the Month:   

Brianna Busse & Layla Nazif 
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Dear Students and Families, 

I am taking a moment to wish all of 

you a Happy New Year!  We ended 
2015 on a high note (pun intended) 
with a successful performance on 
Christmas Card Lane.  
Congratulations to all the performers 
and family members who made this 
evening a success.  

As we settle into 2016, our vision to 
offer students of all ages and levels 

excellence in music education 
continues. As we grow, we will be 
providing detailed information to 
you about your student’s progress.  
Just recently, our staff completed 
the first round of student 
assessments.  This information will 
provide all of us with insight into 
what is working and what is not in 
your child’s individual lessons.   

In addition to assessments, we now 
have achievement levels for students 
to strive towards.  Our levels range 
from 1 through 10 and embody all 8 
of the Music Pillars we stand by.  As a 
student journeys through each level, 
we will now be able to easily assess 
and implement what is necessary 
to support that student’s progress.  

As Scott mentioned in our holiday 
newsletter, we will have many 
exciting performance 

opportunities in 2016.  Piano Band 
auditions will be had in January for 

the next round of performances.  In 
March, we will be hosting a formal 
recital at Greene Music.   

We are excited to grow and serve our 
community.  None of our 
achievements of 2015 could have 
been completed without your 
support and love for music.  We hope 
to continue our success in 2016!    

Best, 

Mark Boyce 

  

 

  

Notes from Our 
Music Director

 

Mark Boyce 
 

  

 

Cara Playing and Singing! Love it! 

Lesi building a desk for Studio B -what can’t she do? 
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Student Assessments: 
Qualitative and 
Quantitative 
by Scott Spurgiesz 

Qualitative Assessments going out 
by e-mail in January 

The majority of our Qualitative 
Assessments of each student are 
now completed, and they will be e-
mailed out to parents/students over 
the next two weeks. 

Questions answered by teacher in 
the assessment: 

On a scale of 1-5, please rate each of 
the following: 

1. Attentive – How well does 

the student listen in lessons? 

2. Consistent – How prepared 

is the student when they come 

to lessons? 

3. Determined – How focused 

and determined is the student 

to push through difficult 

concepts? 

4. Attitude – How is the 

student’s disposition in their 

lessons? 

5. Participation – (keeping in 

mind their age) Please rate 

the student’s emotional 

maturity and willingness to 

try new things/techniques in 

lessons? 

Review of Assessments with 
Student’s in their lessons 

After these are e-mailed out to 
parents, we will also take a few 
minutes to go over the 
assessment with your 
son/daughter. We will not give 
them the assessment, but will 
interpret for them (at a pace and 
directness that they can cope 

with) what their teachers have 
had to say/rate regarding them. 

The Development of EINSTEIN for 
Music Pillars 

 

About 6 months ago we began 
working with programmers to build a 
back-end platform for Music Pillars 
that could do the following: 

 

1. Track and Monitor Student’s 

Educational Process across 

the Eight Pillars. 

2. Score and Track even smaller 

details, such as recording and 

warehousing every 

assignment sheet, every 

Friday Fest a student has 

done, and what pieces of 

music they played. 

3. Automate scheduling/make-

ups/cancellations so that 

parents could make these 

changes instantly on the web 

and not have to wait for an e-

mail response 

4. Provide a “Dashboard” view 

of a student in regards to their 

progress/current ability 

across all 8 Pillars that both 

MP and the Students/Parents 

can see at any time. 

5. Take all of the “paper” in our 

studio, and make us 

paperless! 

I am pleased to say that we will begin 
using EINSTEIN the week of January 
18th to begin scoring and tracking our 
Quantitative Assessments.  The full-
roll out of EINSTEIN will happen over 
the next 12-15 months. 

FIRST ASSESSMENT – SIGHT 
READING 

 

Sight-Reading is an important and 
valuable skill to have as a musician. 
Oftentimes a musician may have 5-
10 seconds to look through 
something before its time to 
perform/rehearse it. Other 
musicians/vocalists will depend upon 
those in the group to be good sight-
readers in order to rehearse/perform 
with little to no advanced notice. 

Sight-Reading also requires playing 
the current measure while 
simultaneously looking ahead 2-4 
measures. Music aside for a 
moment, this is a crucial and 
valuable mental skill to acquire. And 
few other environments can match 
the brain-power required to sight-
reading on an instrument 
(particularly the piano). Sight-
Reading will have 10 levels 
associated with it. Level 1 being 
synonymous with Faber Level 1 
Sight-Reading books. Level 10 is  
advanced Real Books (Jazz) and 

Professor Pillar, a character 
designed for use in Einstein 



intermediate/advanced classical 
music. 

Excited about the data! 

We are excited to be able to provide 
this level of sophistication and 
measuring for our students and 
parents. Everything from quickly 
viewing a student’s previous 
performances (and what they 
played) to seeing what their 
assignment sheet was 12 month 
ago….all of it will be warehoused and 
accessible to parents/students/MP. 

It’s still fun – Don’t worry! 

 

We know that the passion of 
learning and doing cannot be 
summed up or replaced by a spiffy-
computer program. We assure you 
that the FUN will not change as we 
begin to add a little data-entry. 

Putting “Play Back in Music means 
two things” 

#1 Learning and Lessons should be 
uplifting, interesting, and students 
should always have 1-2 songs to 
learn that they have chosen. 

But putting “play back in Music” also 
means: 

#2 Students who come to MP should 
be taught to really play…which 
means that they are good sight-
readers, AND can play by ear, AND 
understand Theory so that they can 
apply it in their music, AND they can 

improvise, AND they can recognize 
and implement patterns quickly. 

EINSTEIN will really help us to track 
and monitor that #2 is happening at 
MP for our students and parents! 

The importance of Friday Fests 

Would you sign your son/daughter 
up for soccer and then have them go 
to practice for 6-10 weeks without 
ever playing in a game? 

Do you think if you did that, that 
your son/daughter would be able to 
stay engaged and excited about a 
sport that they just “practiced” but 
never had any games for? 

No? Well guess what! When we 
schedule your son/daughter for a 
Friday Fest – its GAME TIME!  

Performance Preparation is an 
IMPORTANT motivation for 
students! Please don’t take it away 
from your son/daughter! 

When students have a performance 
that they are preparing for, their 
practice has more purpose…their 
resolve increases, they will practice 
more intensely and for longer 
periods, and they may even have 
some anxiety….those are all positive 
things! 

You hired us because we are the 
experts, so please let us be the 
experts with this stuff…FRIDAY 
FESTS ARE IMPORTANT! 

We keep them small and casual for a 
very specific reason. Students are 
PLENTY nervous performing for the 
15-20 people that are there. Friday 
Fests are the Nuts and Bolts of 
“Building Confident Performers,” 
which is one of our core MP 
VALUES. 

A student performing 1-2 times a 
year for 45 seconds WILL NEVER get 
enough experience to become a 
confident performer. It takes HOURS 

AND HOURS of actual live stage-
time before a student can settle 
down and actually have a musical 
experience with their audience. And 
remember that this “stage-time” 
experience transfers into being more 
confident in other areas of your 
child’s life that are an essential part 
of growing up! 

If you cannot stay for the 30-45 
minutes, please attend a different 
Friday Fest 

This will be unpopular for some, but 
we are now asking that if parents 
need to come-late/leave early for a 
Friday Fest, that they simply re-
schedule. 

We know that your time is valuable, 
and probably like my wife and 
I’s…your life may also occasionally 
be overscheduled. However, we 
politely ask that if you cannot stay 
for the entire Friday Fest that you 
please re-schedule and attend one 
where you can. We work very hard to 
keep them under an hour (with most 
being closer to 45 minutes), and ask 
in return that you allow your 
son/daughter to be present for the 
whole thing.  Thanks!  

 

One of the characters designed for 
EINSTEIN –no name yet… 


