
MUSIC 
CALENDAR STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Teacher

A piano student's 
brain is actually 
physically enlarged 
when students spend 
at least 2.5 hours a 
week playing the 
piano. This was an 

by Gottfried Schlag, 
             
             

So why does playing 
the piano have such a 
dramatic anatomical 

studies since then 
there have been 
several hypothesis 
put forth, but the 
general consensus is 
that this arises in 
piano players 
because 
playing the piano is 
an intense multisen -
sory, and motor 
experience. In 
particular, pianists are 
required to have all of 
the sensory function 
of other instrumental -
ists whilst also 
simultaneously 
having both hands 
do things completely 
autonomous of each 
other.

The relationship 
between musical 
study and increased 
SAT scores has been 
replicated and 
repeated in many 
studies over the last 
20 years as well. The 
link below is for a 5 
year-study linking 
musical study with 
increased SAT scores 
in Texas...in essence; 
piano study is GREAT 
for the brain!

Parents Say:
Logan is the oldest of 4 kids. He is very good at building 
Legos, paper airplanes and putting "models" together.  He 
enjoys Karate and playing the piano. About 6 months ago, a 
friend of ours was looking for someone to keep their piano 
until they moved into a house that had room for it and I 

and teaching himself songs "by ear". Rob and I decided that 
we would be very irresponsible parents if we didn't put him 
in lessons with Scott. He started lessons this past summer (in 
July) and he has absolutely loved it from the start!  We never 
have to remind him or push him to practice. We feel 
extremely blessed that he has the opportunity to Learn from 
Scott and all the teachers at Music Pillars.  Thank you for all 
you do!

Music Pillars Says:
Logan has been a delight for all of the teachers at MP. He is 
responsive to criticism, and is also very consistent about 
working on his various assignments and pieces. He does a 
nice job articulating things he doesn't understand to his 
teachers as well. He is progressing along very nicely, and 
played in his second Friday Fest on November 7, and did 
very well. We look forward to see where Logan's quiet drive 
takes him. Don't underestimate this quiet-spoken young 
man!  He is full of work ethic and drive, and we are privi -
leged to see that coming through on the piano. He has 
jumped from the Faber Book 1 to Jon Schmidt’s Waterfall! 
Way to go Logan!
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UPCOMING 
FRIDAY FESTS:
DECEMBER
5th. & 19th.

STUDIO
CLOSED
Thanksgiving :
NOVEMBER
24th. thru 29th.

Christmas break:
DECEMBER
21th.

thru
JANUARY
4th.
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Nina comes from a long 
line of musicians, and is a 
fantastically talented and 
competent pianist and 
vocalist. Nina is a 
graduate from San Diego 
State University in Piano 
Performance.  She was a 
musical director at a local 
church for the last 5 
years, where she took a 
humble and small music 
program into a massive 
musical group of singer 
and instrumentalists. She 
has taught piano/voice 
for 12 years  and is a 
fantastic blend of a 
 competent  musician  AND 
a dynamic, fun, and 
inspiring teacher.  She is 
very collaborative when 
discussing students, and 
how best to help further 
a student’s progress at 
MP.

 Nina Deering
PROFILE

http://www.musicianbrain.com/papers/Schlaug_CCallosum_1995b.pdf
http://www.tmea.org/assets/pdf/All-State_SAT_Comparison.pdf
http://www.musicpillars.com


Thanksgiving

            A Message from Scott
swap her TV for some piano lessons. At that time, I was overstressed 
with two companies that were quickly running into the ground, I was 
dealing with a recent termination of a Regional Director of one of our 
other companies, and much of what I had worked for in my adult life 
was literally evaporating before my families eyes. For Christmas, we 

because I had no prior teaching experience with adults. Little did I 
know that that decision would change my life forever. A few weeks 
into it, Barb talked to me about teaching her son Ty. I was pretty sure 
Ty wouldn’t like me, and that I wouldn’t like teaching younger 

lesson and he was overjoyed by it.

that I decided that perhaps I should teach a few more students (my 
new year’s resolution had a goal to teach 4-6 students in 2014!) to 
help make a few extra dollars and also do something that I enjoyed 
for a change.

The rest seems to be a blur now! I almost pinch myself thinking about 
how much has changed for me in 10 short-months. And I owe a big 
thank you to many people. I owe a big thank you to Barb for being 
persistent and taking a chance on me, I owe a thank you to my busi -
ness partners for believing in my as I took this plunge, I owe a thank 
you to my wife for believing in me, and I would also like to thank Phil, 
Nina, and Kira - they have been loyal and supportive throughout this 
whole dream-into-reality process as well. 

Lastly, and most importantly, I owe a HUGE THANKS to you all for 
studying with us at MP. We would not be where we are without your 
patronage and studying at our school. Our school’s future with your 
students is a very bright one,. My life has been completely changed 
this year, and all of your reading this have had a hand in it, and for 
that I say:

             Ha�y �anksgiving

http://www.musicpillars.com

