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Students of  the Month:   

Hailey Spencer & Ben 
Hubbard 

 
 

   

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015    

 

Dear Students and Families, 

It has been my pleasure to become 
better acquainted with many of you 
over the past few weeks. As Music 

Director, I am looking forward to 
contributing to an amazing music 
program here at Music Pillars.  

Recently, we celebrated the launch 

of our Piano Bands program with 

a performance at the Hard Rock 
Cafe, which was a proud moment 

for many of our staff, students, and 

families. The Piano Bands 
program is already receiving offers 
for performance opportunities 
throughout San Diego, which will 

help shape our young musicians into 
seasoned performers, and provide 
valuable, real-life, performance 
experiences. 

Click HERE to see a brief one-

minute video (many more videos 
coming) of that performance. 

As parents and teachers, the best 
part, of course, is that we get to 
witness all of the fun these 
developing musicians are having! 

 

 If you haven’t had a chance to see or 

hear our Piano Bands, please 

make a point to come see 
one of our upcoming 
performances later this year, or in 
the Spring!  

Have a great fall season!

Notes from Our 
Music Director

 

Mark Boyce 
 

  

https://youtu.be/G0P1U_t_m-M
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SECRETS OF STUDENTS 
THAT PROGRESS 
QUICKLY AT MUSIC 
PILLARS 
by Scott Spurgiesz 

How much should my 
son/daughter be practicing? 

Ahhhhh – the age-old questions that 
people have been asking 
accomplished musicians for 
centuries. I’m pretty sure I cannot 
add anything new here, but perhaps 
(hopefully) my perception on it can 
be illuminating to you and your 
son/daughter. 

Answer 1 to this question is…IT 
DEPENDS! 

What do you mean it depends? Well 
what I mean by that is that the 
answer to that question depends 
upon what it is that you/your 
son/daughter are hoping to get out 
of learning an instrument….and it 
also depends upon how proficient 
you wish your son/daughter to 
become on the instrument. 

The Truth of what it takes to play 
at a Professional Level 

Ok – so let’s say you would like to be 
able to play as well as one of the 
teachers at MP….ready for it? 

Total Time to be able to play at that 
level = a minimum 6,000 practice-
hours and closer to 10,000 hours for 
most. 

Expectations matter when 
deciding how much practice time is 
“enough” 

So before the question can be 
answered of “how long should my 
son/daughter be practicing” the 
question that has to be answered 
before that is “what is the 
expectation level of the 
parent/student?” 

The Reality 

The reality is that most 
parents/students actually are not 
planning/hoping to have their 
son/daughter play at that level. So 
let’s talk about something more 
realistic….being able to play church 
hymns for a congregation (well). 
Now you are looking more in the 
ballpark of 1,500 – 3,000 practice 
hours. 

Or how about being able to play and 
do a good job in a local pop band 
(not Jazz – that takes longer) as their 
keyboardist – your probably around 
1,000 – 2,500 hours. 

Not all practice time is equal 

Ok – so here is another myth we at 
MP work to dispel with students and 
parents. It is this; PRACTICE DOES 
NOT MAKE PERFECT – PRACTICE 
MAKES PERMANENT – THAT IS 
ALL. 

“Hacking” through a song at home 
can be ok for maybe the first 5-10 
minutes, but after that the student 
should go SLOW and learn the 
correct fingering and notes. Keep in 
mind that for every 
stutter/hack/redo that a typical 
student does in practice, it takes 
about 4-5 times playing it correctly 
to “shake” the trouble spot from the 
student’s mind, and ensure that they 
will be able to play it correctly in 
front of others. Unfortunately in 
practicing the reverse is typically 
true (including my own children at 

home sometimes). A student will 
hack/stumble through a 
passage/measure 4-5 times, and 
then play it once correctly – and then 
move on. 

So what can you do as a parent? 

A few things I would strongly 
suggest: 

1. Have a regular time when 

your son/daughter practices – 

and use a timer of some sort 

to keep track of practice time 

(we use the oven timer) 

2. Beg your son/daughter to 

practice SLOWER and 

correctly rather than fast and 

hacking! 

3. Remember that learning an 

instrument is not like a 

sport….it takes years and 

years to become proficient. 

It’s a marathon, not a sprint. 

Sports seasons are measured 

in months, but learning an 

instrument needs to be 

measured in years. If you 

view their learning as a 

marathon instead of a sprint – 

you will save them (and 

yourself) a lot of grief and 

stress from unrealistic 

expectations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Newsletter: 

Student Assessment Results, 
and “what happens now?” 

 

 

Click HERE to provide a 

review on one or all of our 

teachers… 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Parent-Review

